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Kaiser Aluminum Salaried Retirees Association  

Dear Fellow Retiree, 
Evo Alexandre, the person most Kaiser 
retirees recognize as the voice of KASRA, is 
retiring from his KASRA responsibilities. 
Most of you know Evo from his timely 
emails or letters containing all kinds of 
relevant information. The topics have ranged 
from “How to recognize when someone is 
experiencing a stroke” to “How to open a pdf 
file in your email”. Whatever the topic, it was 
well thought out, useful and informative. But 
discovering and sending e-mails and letters 
on these subjects is only a small part of what 
he has been doing for all of us. 
 
In 1996, Evo designed, programmed and 
installed a data base system so that KASRA 
could keep its retirees informed on the status 
of KASRA’s efforts to protect our benefits.  
This database was also very useful in 
contacting retirees about their eligibility for 
VEBA benefits and in tracking dues 
payments and contributions to KASRA. 
Updating the database is an ongoing activity, 
and Evo has overseen the effort to keep the 
database current and accurate for over 10 
years. 
 
Because he has maintained the database, he 
also has directed the distribution of the 
Newsletter; those with email addresses got 
theirs by email and those without email 
received the Newsletter by “snail mail”.  
Another of Evo’s very important 
contributions has been to answer all the 
emails directed to KASRA.  He also has been 
the “champion” of pursuing those eligible for 
VEBA who had not signed up for their 
benefits.  There are numerous other tasks 
which he has performed, all of them useful 
and all of them volunteered 
 
Needless to say, no one person can or will 
replace Evo. Matter of fact, it will take more 
than a few people to try to do what he did. 
So, I have asked several people to divide up 
Evo’s tasks. Going forward, the good news is 
that Evo has agreed to continue to submit his 
informative articles from time to time.  
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Evo Alexandre 

 
K KASRA’s immediate past president, Jed Daniel, 

had this to say about Evo: 
 
“For over 10 years, Evo has served four KASRA 
presidents in his role as “Mr. KASRA 
Communicator.” The data base system he 
developed proved to be more complete than 
anything either Kaiser Aluminum or the VEBA 
originally had at their disposal. Without his 
tireless efforts during the 53 months that Kaiser 
was going through the bankruptcy process, 
neither the KASRA Board nor the Official 
Retirees Committee could have performed their 
duties as well as they did. Words alone cannot 
adequately express my appreciation for all the 
work he has done. Each of us owes him a huge 
debt of gratitude.” 
 
I couldn’t have said it better. Evo, more than 
anyone I can think of, personifies that good old 
Kaiser Aluminum mantra of “One Person Can 
Make A Difference.” So, on behalf of all of your 
fellow retirees and personally, THANK YOU, 
Evo. 
 
On behalf of your Board of Directors, 
 

 
 

Dick Kauffman 
 

Visit website at 
www.e-kasra.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Trentwood retirees Judy 
& Dick Mace and Bette 
& Tom Brattebo spent 
three weeks together last 
fall touring China.  Judy 
(l) is pictured with Bette 
(r) (who once worked at 
Trentwood) with this 
interesting translation.  

 
 

Harold E. Smith of Thompson, MO, may 
be retired but he still finds time to run a 50-
head Angus cattle herd.  Baton Rouge retiree 
William H. Prior (Heath, OH) enjoys 
gardening, writing and volunteer teaching 
and preaching. Football season may be over, 
but Erie, PA, retiree and resident Joseph 
Tsario will always be a Steelers fan. 
 
On the Move in 2007…Gramercy, LA, 
retiree Amann Walling relocated from East 
Texas to Sanford, FL last August to be 
closer to his daughter. Following Katrina, 
Chalmette, LA, retiree Anthony Gerace 
relocated to Madisonville, LA, and would 
love to have folks stop in to visit – call him 
at (985) 845-7116.  Sherman, TX, retiree 
Bill Vaglienti and his wife, Julie, moved to 
Hilton Head Island, SC.  Surviving spouse 
Mamie Feffie relocated from Gramercy to 
Houston, TX.  Ralph Anderson moved to 
Fort Collins, CO.  Roger L. Muller moved 
from Naples, FL, to Wilton, CT, close to his 
daughter who is an expert dressage rider and 
horse trainer. Audrey Lambert Eskew 
moved from Ravenswood, WV, to 19822 
Oak Green Ct., Kingwood, TX 77346.  Ellie 
Comfort moved from Rathdrum, ID, to 
Newman Lake, WA, to live with her son.  
 
On the Mend…Highway Products Division 
retiree Douglas Shaklett of Hayden, ID, fell 
and broke his hip last year.  Anna Louise 
Slusser (Newport, WA) is a caregiver to her 
husband, Archie, who has prostate cancer.  
Surviving spouse Nora E. Rice 
(Middlepoint, OH) has a new hip joint and 
feels great.  Chalmette retiree Kathryn A. 
Amico says thanks to God, her leg operation 
was successful.  Gramercy retiree Milton J. 
Keller, Jr. (Lutcher, LA) had heart bypass 
surgery and suffered a broken leg last year.  
Chalmette retiree J. Dewey Gregoire 

What’s Going On 
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(Prairieville, LA) had open heart surgery. 
Hebron J. Ducote of Saratoga, CA, is a full 
time caregiver for his wife.  Edward Brady 
of Sparta, NC, says life is good, even with 
Parkinsons disease, an affliction with which 
Willie L. Blackburn of Parvis, MS, is also 
coping. Savannah, GA, Agricultural 
Chemicals retiree Jack D. Slater of 
Lexington, KY, spent six months last year 
recovering from hip surgery.  Permanente 
Foil retiree Mary Serpa (Carson City, NV) 
is partially disabled and swims daily in an 
indoor pool to remain mobile.  She has 
enjoyed extensive travels to Europe, South 
America, China, Pacific Islands, Australia 
and New Zealand.  
 
Passing of Spouses… Chalmette retiree 
Thomas ‘Chuck’ Evans’ (Slidell, LA) wife, 
Joyce, passed away last year from a brain 
tumor and heart problems.  Trentwood, WA, 
retiree William E. Nadwornick (Greenacres, 
WA) lost his wife, Noreen, in Jan. 2007.  
Richard E. Nowell of Spokane Valley, WA, 
marks the first year anniversary of his wife’s 
passing in March.   
 
Travels Here and There…San Leandro, CA 
can lab retiree Beth Atkinson (Castro 
Valley, CA) made the trip of a lifetime to 
Australia and New Zealand last June.  There, 
Beth visited with a friend whom she had met 
some 38 years earlier during a trip to Japan.  

  

William H. Fehrs (Douglas, GA) crossed 
the Atlantic Ocean on Queen Mary II, and 
routed Southern Ireland for 10 days.  Mead 
retiree Stan Fergin (Spokane, WA) traveled 
to Antarctica, making 9 Zodiak landings to 
view wildlife.  Gramercy retiree and resident 
Chris H. Louque went to Cancun, Mexico 
last summer for his son’s wedding. He works 
part time at Lamar Contractors.   
 
 
 
Kaiser Aluminum, but, today, many 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chalmette retiree William C. Salassi 
(Ponchatoula, LA) has enjoyed visits to 
Florida, Oklahoma and Texas, staying in 
Elder Hostels.  Claude Burrough of 
Granbury, TX, visited England, Germany 
and Austria.  Mead, WA, retiree Tom 
Franklin (Loon Lake, WA) toured the 
Panama Canal, Costa Rica and the Mexican 
Riviera.  Refractories retiree Jim Allen 
(Pleasanton, CA) has taken the grandkids on 
motor home tours of the Western National 
Parks. Gramercy retiree Gretta Byrne 
(Haines City, FL) traveled to Pennsylvania, 
Washington DC and North Carolina to visit 
her son, granddaughter and son. Blanca 
Ostrovsky and her husband, Moises (San 
Ramon, CA) enjoyed sunsets in Hawaii last 
year. (See photo  on the right) 
 
Bristol and Portsmouth, RI, retiree Anthony 
Munafo (Warren, RI) keeps himself active at 
86+ years by walking in the mall.  Liz 
Harman Pepperell writes that her son’s 
home burned to the ground due to a faulty in-
floor gas furnace.  Thankfully, no one was 
home at the time.  Anne White of 
Williamston, NC, spends travel time visiting 
her children and grandchildren.  Roy E. 
Short (Spokane, WA) went salmon fishing 
and crabbing at Whidbey Island with his son 
and grandsons.  Savannah, GA, retiree and 
resident Luke Clay enjoys woodworking and 
golf.  L.F. Farison of Louisville, KY, spends 
the winters in Florida.  Chalmette retiree 
Alvin Martinez (Perkinston, MS) has been 
helping to rebuild hurricane-destroyed homes 
of friends of family.    
 
 

Where Are 
They Now?  
They may have concluded a career at Kaiser 
Aluminum, but, today, many KASRA 
members are actively engaged in new 
endeavors. Here’s a sampling of what some 
of you are doing today. Please write or email 
us with your current career moves. 

Former Mead safety manager and corporate 
safety manager Ron McHaney (Portland, 
OR) is involved in five separate enterprises.  
He is President, McHaney &Associates, a 

  
 
 

Blanca & Moises Ostrovsky 
in Hawaii 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send KASRA Your 
News & Pictures 
Write us your news, 
travels, stories... 
humorous tales 
welcome. Send a note to 
Mark Murray, Editor, 
KASRA News, 2471 
San Miguel Drive, 
Walnut Creek, CA 
94596 or email: 
mamwmipr@aol.com.  
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safety consulting firm 
www.mchaneysafety.com ; President of 
OshaMedCert which performs online medical 
evaluations for respirator users 
www.oshamedcert.com ; owner, Fusion 
Learning Management Systems online 
training www.fusionlms.com ; Vice Presi-
dent, Supreme Bean drive-thru expresso 
kiosks; Vice President, Mary Jean Harmon & 
Associates, a real estate investments firm in 
Portland, OR.  
 
Former Trentwood sales & marketing vice 
president Steve Bettcher (Littleton, CO) left 
Kaiser in 1999 to work for Alcan with Dick 
Evans.  Still consulting for Novelis, the flat-
rolled spinoff from Alcan, he and wife Kathy 
relocated to Colorado in 2006 to be close to 
the grandkids.  Steve climbed the west face 
of the Grand Tetons last fall.  
 
Donald Phelps (Park Forest, IL) does 
contract consulting in extrusions sales and 
marketing. Nancy Peters (Oakland, CA) 
works full time as a mobile Notary Public.   
Newark, OH, RBW retiree Frank D. McCoy 
of Utica, OH, received his Masters Degree in 
Educational Administration.  Don 
Donaldson (Medford, OR) is an alumina 
consultant and advised Hydro Aluminum and 
Rio Tinto last year.  Don also attended the 
QAL 40th Anniversary in Gladstone, 
Queensland,Australia.  Ravenswood retiree 
Ralph Fleming of Parkersburg, WV, is a 
safety manager. Entering his 42nd year, 
fabricated products retiree Norval Prakash 
(Danville, CA) is still working full time in 
the aluminum industry. 
 
Kaiser Center, Oakland, CA, strategic 
planning retiree Mohan Vachani (Orinda, 
CA) owns a couple of small businesses.  
Kaiser Oakland, LA retiree and resident 
Rosita Dorrance is a bilingual medical 
interpreter. 

cont. on page 5 
 

 
From the Editor: Check out 
KASRA’s new website at www.e-kasra.com 
for more pictures, articles and a complete 
library of  the last six year’s worth of 
KASRA Retiree News.  
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We have a small farm, 
raise catfish, vegetables, 
black berries, 
blueberries, grapes, 
apples and pears.  All on 
a small family scale.  I 
flunked at raising beef” 

Dave Whitman knows his way around 
Ravenswood.  During his 37 years with 
Kaiser Aluminum, he worked there on three 
separate occasions, beginning with his first 
job for the company in 1957 as a clerk in the 
cold rolling mill.  He was 21.  Some thirty 
assignments later, and after Dave retired in 
1996 as plant manager of Newark RBW, he 
and his wife, Dot, moved back to 
Ravenswood to live in her hometown.   
 
Q. You’ve had many different kinds of jobs 
with the corporation – how did you get to be 
so versatile? 
 
A. Early on I was tapped as a problem solver. 
I never asked for a raise nor asked for any 
particular job. My philosophy was to do 
whatever job the company wanted me to do 
and do it to the best of my ability.  I thought I 
was good for the company and they were 
good to me.  Kaiser was a great place to 
work.  In the 60s and 70s, we were all young 
and we worked hard and played hard. 
 
Q. Tell us about your assignments at 
Ravenswood and elsewhere. 
 
A. At Ravenswood, I worked about every job 
in the production control department and was 
promoted to superintendent when I was 29 
years old.  I combined inside sales with 
production control to form the mill customer 
dept.  As superintendent of inspection and 
shipping, my first priority was to solve about 
300 step II grievances.  Shortly after, I was 
assigned to the hot line as rolling mill 
superintendent. 
 
In 1973, I was transferred to Oakland CA as 
assistant sheet and plate product manager. 
My challenge was to help deplete the 
government stockpile of aluminum by 
converting it into profitable products in one 
of our mills. Sixteen months later, I was 
transferred back to Ravenswood as the 
production superintendent.  Two and a half 
years went by without a day off before I 
entered a new phase in my career as a plant 
manager.  I managed the Belpre, OH foil 
plant, the Toledo, OH building products 
plant, Mexico, MO refractories, the Newark, 
OH rod and bar plant, then became general 

Member Profile: Dave Whitman 
 
 

 

    Dave & Dot Whitman 
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manager of RBW products.  The company 
asked me to return to Ravenswood and manage 
the sheet and plate plant in February of 1986.  
After the plant was sold, I stayed with the new 
company but it didn’t work out.  I returned to 
Kaiser to manage Trentwood and then Newark 
before retiring in 1996. 
 
Q. What is your involvement with KASRA? 
 
A. I’ve been on the KASRA board for about 10 
years representing Ravenswood. I serve as a 
link between Oakland and Ravenswood. The 
Kaiser bankruptcy and VEBA generated a lot of 
anxiety with local retirees who depended on me 
for information and help.  Widowed spouses 
especially need assistance, so we try to reach 
out and help them any way we can. 
 
Q. What do you like to do? 
 
A. We have a small farm, raise catfish, 
vegetables, black berries, blueberries, grapes, 
apples and pears.  All on a small family scale.  I 
flunked at raising beef. 
 
Before I retired, my shop was stacked with 
10,000 board feet of kiln dried oak, cherry and 
black walnut wood.  I have most of the tools for 
woodworking and have made most everything.  
I spend a lot of time maintaining my farm 
equipment and cutting several acres of grass. 
 
In the fall and winter, we travel a lot. This past 
October we visited Seattle, Vancouver, and 
Whistler with our good friends, Jim and Susie 
McKnight.  In November, we went to Kiawah 
Island, and in December it was Myrtle Beach, 
SC.   We took our second trip through the 
Panama Canal in January. We will spend the 
month of March in Myrtle Beach.  The rest of 
the year, we just take 2-3 day trips so we can 
maintain our place in Ravenswood. 
 
Q. Any health issues? 
 
A. After retirement, I quit smoking. Six years 
later, I was diagnosed with stage III lung 
cancer. My daughter-in-law does cancer 
research at Ohio State University and she set 
me up at the James Cancer Center. I completed 
chemo, surgery, and radiation about five years  

cont. page 5 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the May issue of 
KASRA news look 
for  George J. 
Binczewski’s article 
on the state of the 
aluminum industry.  
 
For a related article 
on the topic, go to 
www.e-kasra.com 
and read George’s 
2005 article “The 
Energy Crisis and 
the Aluminum 
Industry, What can 
we learn”  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ago. Today, I can do everything I did before 
but just a little slower. It could be age 
related. 
 
Q. Do you have children? 
 
A. We have 2 sons, 5 grandkids and 3 great 
grandkids.   
 
Q. What is your favorite food and drink? 
My favorite foods are spaghetti, steak and 
potatoes. My favorite drink is Jack Daniels. 
 
Q. And why is your favorite car the 1957 
Bonneville convertible? 
 
A.  It was the car Dottie McCoy drove when 
she worked in personnel at Ravenswood.  I 
figured the woman driving that car must have 
been pretty special.  She was and is the love 
of my life and, this May, we’ll be married 47  
years. 

Whitman - continued 

 

 
Where are they Now --
continued 
 
Former Gramercy Works environmental 
superintendent Jack Carmena (Baton 
Rouge, LA), who retired in 1999, devotes his 
time and resources toward helping the poor 
in his church parish at St. Vincent de Paul 
Society.  That could be visiting and helping 
the less fortunate with their utility bills, food, 
rent, and other needs.  Jack also volunteers at 
the Mary Bird Cancer Center, the same 
radiation center where he received treatment 
for prostate cancer in 1989. Jack helps 
patients at the center and also spends time at 
home tracking all volunteer hours for the 
Center.  Last year he was named the Cancer 
Center’s Volunteer of the Year.   In his spare 
time, Jack runs a family cemetery north of 
Baton Rouge and makes a lot of sawdust in 
his woodshop. 
  
One of the most amazing stories comes from 
former strategic planning manager Mike 
Stemm, (Liberty Lake, WA) whose trip to 
Ethiopia on a church mission in 2001 
changed his life.  Stemm left a 30-year career 
at Kaiser Aluminum and became one person 
who made a difference to the people of 
Ethiopia. He co-created New Covenant 
Foundation that brought medical teams from 
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the Northwest to perform surgeries in 
Ethiopia and provide basic health care and 
humanitarian aid. Then Stemm formed a 
partnership with local Ethiopian businessmen 
to run a for profit fair trade coffee company. 
With Stemm as general manager, Dominion 
Trading returns 60% of its net profits to 
Ethiopia through profit sharing with coffee 
growers and through New Covenant’s health 
care, education and literacy initiatives.  
Incidentally, Dominion Trading’s coffee is 
purchased by Christian churches in the U.S. 
and served at coffee shops in Spokane.  To 
read more, go to 
www.newcovenantfoundation.org or 
www.dominiontrading.com for information.                                     

 
 In Memoriam… 

 
Torleif “T.J.” Aune - Spokane Valley, WA 

William L. (Bill) Barham - Baton Rouge, LA 

John R. Boon - Bellevue, WA 

Herbert H. Borup - Clovis, CA 

John J. Cashel, Jr. - Lafayette, CA 

Daniel T. Christian* - Temperance, MI 

E. Jane Davenport - Lantana, FL 

Kenneth “Jack” D. Geitz – Lincoln, CA 

Albert C. Glatze - Oakland, CA 

William O. “Bill” Hansen -   

Walnut Creek, CA 

Walter B. Johnson - Decatur, GA 

Manfred E. Koska - Winnemucca, NV 

Malio B. Manocchio - Tempe, AZ 

Ray B. McMullin - Walnut Creek, CA 

Stephen Ringwood – Danville, CA 

George R. Rupert* - Baton Rouge, LA 

LeDaine “Dean” A. Summers, Sr. – 

                            Paulina, LA 

Cecile M. Thom - So. Lake Tahoe, CA 

Clara M. Tweelinckx - Alameda, CA 

Weldon J. Weeser - Metairie, LA 

* Died more than 12 months ago  
 
The KASRA Board of Directors expresses its 
deepest sympathy to families and loved ones. 
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Mar. 3  Los Angeles  
Lunch at noon at The Elephant Bar, 14303 
E. Firestone Blvd., La Mirada. Norm 
Manger (310) 377-2135 or email him at 
normanger@cox.net. (Meetings held the 1st 
Monday of each month) 
 
 
 
Mar. 6  Baton Rouge  
Lunch at noon at Mansur's, 5720 Corporate 
Blvd.  Call Bob Eisenbach (225) 926-1334 
or email him at bobeisenbach@cox.net 
(Baton Rouge meets 1st Thursday of each 
month) 
 
 
 
Mar. 6  Chalmette 
11:30 a.m. at Jasmine French Restaurant 
(across from the Slidell Train Station on the 
corner of Teddy Avenue – in Olde Town 
Slidell) 1768 Front Street (AKA US Hwy. 
11, Blue Star Hwy. RSVP no later than 
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2008 to Sherman Faught 
(985) 690-4942 or Chuck Schimmel at (985) 
643-0437 or email schimcol@aol.com 
 
 
Mar. 11  Newark 
11:00 a.m. at Stacy’s Hometown Buffet in 
Heath, Ohio. Contact Bob Abel (740) 323-
2268 or email rpabel@alltel.net. Cost: $3.00 
matched by Newark plant 
 
 
 
Mar. 13  Mead 
11:30 a.m. at the Cathay Inn on North 
Division. Call Phil Marsksbury at (509) 325-
1798 or email at pjmarksb@comcast.net 
(Mead meets 2nd Thursday of each month) 
 
 
 
April 10  Ravenswood 
Noon. Cedar Lakes, Ripley, WV. Contact 
Dave Whitman at (304) 273-5548 or email 
dwhitman@wirefire.com 
 
 
 

                   LUNCH BUNCH 

 

P.O. Box 1171, Lafayette, 
CA 94549,  (925) 685-1313 
 
E-Mail:  
news@e-kasra.com 
 
KASRA Board of Directors 
 
President - Dick Kauffman 
Treasurer - Carlos Xavier 
Secretary – Don Kusko 
 
Local Directors 
 
Steve Abernathy                    
Steve Booth                          
Carol Brown                          
Joanne Cunningham               
Dan Dahlen                           
Lytton DeSilva                       
Don Kusko                            
Chris Laszcz-Davis 
Alan Longmuir 
Lee Pesavento  
Ed Quinnan 
Ron Radakovich 
Subhas Sarkar 
Ed Westerman 
 
Regional Directors 
 
John Billups                           
John Carre  
Norm Manger 
Bob Eisenbach 
Bob Mohr 
Dave Whitman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

www.e-kasra.com 

April 17  Trentwood 
11:00 a.m. at Valley Eagles, 16810 E. Sprague 
Av. Travelogue speaker. Topic: Great vacation 
ideas.  Also, Election of Officers for 2008-
2009 is on the agenda.  Call Del McKinley 
(509) 924-3077, email at delcree@msn.com, 
or Jan Gorman (509) 926-5476, email at 
jandon4@hotmail.com. 
  
 
 
April 18  Baton Rouge – KAOS 
Kaiser Aluminum Oldtimers Society 
TBD at Drusilla’s. Contact Bob Eisen-back at 
(225) 926-1334 or email him at 
bobeisenbach@cox.net 
 
 
 
April 25  Belpre (Ohio) 
Quarterly breakfast meetings and annual 
picnics. Contact Betty Blair at (304) 489-1337 
or email at  bettylou13@suddenlink.net 
 
 
 
April 26  Bay Minette 
4 p.m. at Ryan’s Steak House, 30179 Eastern 
Shore Centre, Spanish Fort, AL. For info 
contact: Lem Means at (251) 937-5178, 
Mildred Winston at (251) 937-6247 or Betty 
Wilson at (251) 625-1262 or email 
bsw1939@netzero.com.  
 
 
May 19  Bay Area KARLA                                     
Time and place TBD. Luncheon will be a 
tribute to Evo Alexandre to thank him for his 
service to retirees. Please Email Carol Brown 
at:  cbrown3799@yahoo.com or Sharon 
Fraetis email  Lafnatv@silcon.com or call 
at (925) 934-4334. 

 
 
June 4  Tacoma 
Noon, Tacoma Elks Lodge, 1965 South Union.  
Contact Bob Mohr at (253) 820-6569 or  
bobjanetmohr@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
  


